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From Grid Girls to Engineers:
Exploring the Evolving Roles of

How has the
representation of women
in Formula One evolved
and what impact has this %
had on gender perceptionsf,

in motorsport? |

Grid Girls were the cheerleaders Bernie Collins who is a former ~ The largest growing demographic of
of Formula One. Their jobs mainly ~ performance engineer for ~ Formula One fans are 18 - 24 year old
consisted of wearing clothing McLaren and Aston Martin, was women. This s partially b.ecause of the
B} . . . . . success of Drive To Survive. Due to so
with the branding of the race interviewed for this project and many young women getting involved
weekends sponsoronitand  gave her insight on how, in her in the sport, many female led
entertaining and interacting with ten years in the industry, there communities have popped up all
the crowds. Their eradication in has been some positive change around the world. One of those is Girls
2018 caused outrage, with the and positive steps in the rightr Across the Grid, a community where

. . T . Lo women can go and have a space to talk
girls losing their livelihood . The direction in terms of the about their favourite sport and get to

FIA said the Grid Girls were increasing numbers of women  ynow other women who are fans. They
eradicated because of the  getting involved in the sport, but  host live events to watch races

changes in societal norms but that there is still a lot of work to  together and even took a trip to the
Aston Martin Racing Technologyy

Campus

the girls blame feminist activism be done in the area and the time
that went too far. span is much too slow.

F1 Academy is a female only F4 level feeder E{&S
series that began in 2023 with the goalto [ ;
give girls more oppourtunities in single
seater racing and to hopefully produce the #
next female F1 driver. The series has been
extremely succesful and has many large
brands like Charlotte Tilbury and Tommy
Hilfigger backing the series. Each F1 team
also support one driver each in the 18
driver field.




