
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

Setting:

1830 
Undergarments:

Final illustration 

Navy blue 
velvet & 
Dark blue 
crinkle 
taffeta 

For my major project, I designed & constructed 
an 1830s evening ball gown for the character 

Estella, the beautiful but cold love interest of 

Pip. I incorporated peacock style elements as 

she similarly flaunts herself at her mates just 

like a peacock…

Feather-like shapes 

Toile process:

Foggy, dark, 
shadows…

Pleated 
bodice



Estella Ball Gown 

moodboard Pleated velvet bust with 
piped seams 

Feather-like 
open bodice Peacock feathers

Navy blue velvet - Minerva

Dark blue crinkle taffeta –
The Fabric Counter

Dark blue pumps with satin ribbon

Velvet underskirt, 
pleated taffeta 

overskirt with feather 
like detailing on 

opening 



Development drawings…
































